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Petersburg. The old German Emperor, the general ex-
plained, had heard that Alexander III would be present at
the Brest manoeuvres and dispatched his grandson, the
present Kaiser, to greet him. His Majesty, General Chere-
vin continued, apparently did not relish the idea of having
the youthful Hohenzollcm about him at the manoeuvres
and had decided to meet him at Brest at the end of them.
It was for this meeting that His Majesty needed his Prus-
sian uniform, which was at St. Petersburg. I replied that
special locomotives used in relays would cover the distance
in forty-eight hours. The necessary orders were given, the
uniform arrived in due time, and shortly afterwards His
Majesty, accompanied by the Empress, left the castle close
to the station, where he had been staying, and proceeded
to Brest
Naturally, I, too, was on board the Imperial train and the
details of His Majesty's meeting with Prince William were
engraved upon my memory. Our train rode into the Brest
station several minutes before the arrival of the Warsaw
train which carried the German prince. Emperor Alexander
III alighted and paced the platform in front of his guard
of hoaoun He wore his Prussian uniform underneath a
Russian cloak. When Prince William's train drew up to
the spot where His Majesty stood, he doffed his cloak and
handed it over to his Cossack attendant who kept close to
him. His Majesty greeted the grandson of William the
Great and went through the ceremony of introducing him
to the Imperial retinue and reviewing the guard of honour.
All the while William behaved like His Majesty's aide-de-
camp. The ceremony over, the Emperor turned to his Cos-
sack, who had in the meantime withdrawn into the back-
ground, and said loudly: "My cloakI" William, who
understood Russian to a certain extent, literally ran over
to the Cossack, seized the cloak, and brought it to the Em-
peror and helped him into it He was apparently awed by